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surrounding places, with an historical and 
descriptive account. Price 10 guineas. 

Plans and views of the Abbey Royal, St. 
Dennis, the ancient Mausoleum of the 
King's of France, 1 6s. 

TRAVELS. 

Some account of a Journey into Albania, 
Roumetia, and other provinces of Turkey, 
during the years 1809 and 1810 ; by J. C. 
Hobliouse. 

BOOKS PUBLISHED IN IRELAND. 

Melodia Sacra ; or, Psalms of David ; 
arranged by David Weyman, 1 6s. 3d. 

A large Map of the County of Cork, 
jES. 8s. 3d. 

Observations on Tythes, Rents, and o- 
ther subjects ; by John Read, esq. 

An Address to the Irish People; by 
Percy B. Shelley, Sd. 

A report of the Agriculture and live stock 
of the County of Wicklow ; with a Map 
of the County ; by the Rev. Thomas Rad- 
cliffe, 10s. lOd. 

A Statistical Survey of the County of 
Antrim ; with observations on the means 
of improvement ; illustrated with a Map 
of the County, and 18 other engravings ; 
by the Rev. J. Dubourdieu. And an Ap- 
pendix, by the Rev. Dr. Richardson, 
£1. Hi. l^d.bds. 

The Apostolic and Papal Church of 
Rome compared, 6^d. 

The Homilies of the Church of England. 
No 1. — price 5d. 

An impartial view of the Royal Canal 
Company's affairs, in reply to the report of 
the Committee ; with a full statement of 



the several sums appropriated and due by 
the Committee and some Directors to the 
Canal Fund ; by a Member of the Loan. 
Committee, 2s. 6d. 

NOTICE RESfECTING MISS EDGEWORTH'* 
WORKS. 

As many persons have been induced to 
purchase books to which the name of 
Edgeworth was prefixed, under the idea 
that they were written by Maria Edge- 
worth of Edgeworth-town j a name justly 
celebrated from her unceasing endeavours 
to instruct and improve the mind; we wil- 
lingly insert the following notice in order 
that the public may be put ontheir guard 
against purchasing worthless publications. 

" It is painful to address the public in a 
manner that has at first sight the appearance, 
of a mean artifice to attract notice. But as 
certain hooks have been published under 
the name of Miss Edgeworth, Mrs. Edge- 
worth, and Maria Edgeworth, some of 
which have not that moral tendency that 
alone caii justify a female for appearing as 
an author, her father thinks it due to his 
daughter, and to the rest of his family, to re- 
quest that the public will not consider any 
w»rk under the name of Edgeworth that 
is not published by Messrs. Johnson and 
Co., St. Paul's Church-yard, London, as the 
the production of any of his family. 

" A list of Miss Edgeworth's Works may 
be seen at the beginning of most of her 
former works. 

Richard Lovell Edgeworth." 

Edgrworth-tmun, Feb, 6, 1812. 
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GREAT BRITAIN and Ireland 
present > ninny symptoms of hav- 
ing run through that course, winch 
precede* the decay of states. Great 
trade produced grea*. riches, and 
riches have produced the certain vf~ 
facts of prosperity, luxury and in- 
solence. Tliis mighty trade has been 
struck at by the present war. The 
great improvements in machinery 
introduced into use within the last 
30 years, especially in Great Biilain, 
for a time retarded the progress to de- 
cline. Speculation tinning trade into 



a gambling adventure, for a short pe- 
riod supplied a stimulus, hut like all 
other powerful stimulants, left behind 
greater debility, when its temporary 
power was exhausted The disposi- 
tion to continue an indulgence in 
luxury remains, , while the means to 
ait'ord the gratification are much les- 
sened. Luxury has turned public 
spirit into apathv and an unbounded 
selfishness, and* PRINCIPLE previ- 
ously enervated by our corrupt state 
of manners, is now left to strug- 
gle with strong inducements to a- 
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bandon the right, while its powers-of 
resistance are much enfeebled. 
Hence the present relaxed system 
of morality has many apologists and. 
many adherents. 

With them, things are considered 
to go on well enough, as long as 
they can enjoy the means of their 
selfish gratifications, whether drawn 
from trade, how much soever dimi- 
nished, or through the channels of 
corrupt influence in places, pensions, 
commissions for themselves, and the 
junior branches of their families, 
which government find so efficacious 
in still farther seducing a people en- 
feebled by luxury, and a decay of 
principle. An alarming crisis ter- 
rifies the reflecting few, but the mai:y 
intent only on present gratifications 
pass heedlessly on, and fondly dream 
that the foundations of their pros- 
perity are firmly fixed, until private 
bankruptcy has convinced many of 
their individual insecurity, and it is 
to be feared, that others will go in 
the same manner, uninstntcted by ad- 
versity, till private ruin overtakes, or 
what is extremely probable, a gene- 
ral crash will involve in one general 
calamity. Luxury and indolence by 
destroying public and private virtue 
accelerate the ruin of states, and 
when they have once seized upon the 
vital parts of the constitution leave 
doubts, whether as much strength 
remains, as will be sufficient to sup- 
port under the crisis of the disease, 
which threatens to overwhelm all 
that is deserving of. the name of fife 
in the political state of a country. 
The Prince Regent on his coming 
into the unrestricted exercise of his 
authority, has disappointed the ex- 
pectations of many. Hope, the sooth- 
er, and often the false flatterer of 
'ife, had given pleasing visions of im- 
provement under new management, 
and held out promises, which as a 
refuge from disgust at fifty years of 
misrule, were fondly believed. O- 
thers trusted to get into office, and 



to have profited more by a change 
of men, than by a change of mea- 
sures. With the disappointment of 
such hopes, we can have no concern, 
nor do they call forth the sympathy 
of honest men. Let those who are 
actuated by such unworthy motives, 
be left a prey to the disappointment 
of their selfish expectations. They 
may again rally round the minister, 
as they did on some late occasions, 
when the cause of corruption was 
pleaded in opposition to the cause of 
the people. But it is an object of re- 
gret to the lover of his country, who 
knows that virtue only is the safe- 
guard of the state, and the unbought, 
unpurchasable defence of nations, to see 
evil machinations and intrigues form 
the springs of action, and to perceive 
in a fresh shape, an influence be- 
hind the throne, greater than the 
throne itself. We shall not condes- 
cend at present to notice the floating 
rumours and scandal of the day, un- 
til time shall have more clearly elu- 
cidated the dark transactions, and 
rendered them legitimate subjects for 
authentic history, to the honour of 
which we aspire even in this month- 
ly review of passing events. In 
the mean time it may be. allowable 
to bewail the present untoward state 
of events, and the still more deplora- 
ble apathy, into which the people 
are sunk, who view them with such 
indifference, and sutler themselves 
to be duped and drugged by • the 
stupefying draughts so copiously ex- 
hibited by the venal qtiacks through 
the medium of the public prints. 

The attentive observer of passing 
events had his fears excited, and 
contrary to the flattering illusions of 
hope anticipated the events, which 
the last and present month have 
brought forward to maturity. The 
equivocal answer of the Prince to 
the address of - the city of London 
last year on the subject of reform, 
raised alarms, although hopes were 
then entertained that the answer vu 
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rather the fabrication of the minister, 
than a manifestation of the heart of 
a Prince. The restoration of the 
Duke ef York to office revived un- 
pleasant recollections and allbrded 
grounds to fear that the reign of 
virtue in opposition - to political in- 
trigue was not at band. A sump- 
tuous fete at Carlton-house excited 
forebodings, that magnificence and 
a thin veil «f the fine arts throw □ 
over, and decorating a gorgeous dis- 
play of luxury would only add to 
tfee SPUSNDIft misery of a oa l ton 
groaning under the evils of war, and 
the weight of taxation, and that the 
feast of a court, and the starvation 
ef manufacturers formed an in- 
congruous assemblage, and were 
sowing the teeds of discontent, which 
have since been more fully ripened in 
the riots of Nottinghamshire, York- 
shire, and Lancashire, and the 
threatening aspect of commercial 
'distress apparent at Liverpool, Glas- 
gow, Paisley, and other places. The 
appointment of Colonel M'Mahon to a 
sinecure already condemned by a 
committee of the bouse of Commons, 
{has bestowed on a personal favour- 
ite of the Regent, did not tend to 
raise high hopes of a disinterested 
administration of public affairs. The 
house of Commons by an unexpect- 
ed act, at least bearing resemblance 
to public virtue, have since disallow- 
ed the salary, and left the sinecure, as 
it ought to be, without pay, or lay- 
ing a burden on the people. 

From contemplation of the forego- 
ing facts, suspicions were awakened, 
and the events of last month afford- 
ed less sorpize. Spencer Perceval 
is continued in office, and a conti- 
nuation of the present system, as far 
as that event can depend on royal 
favour, is announced. Lords Grey 
and Grenville honourably refused 
to coalesce, and to give up their 
former principles and engagements. 
Some of the personal friends of the 
Prince, are said to have refused prof- 



fered honours, and employments. 
It is hoped that for the honour of the 
persons alluded to, their future con- 
duct will confirm the rumour of 
these virtuous acts of self-denial, and 
that ihe names of Moira, Hutchinson, 
Erskine and Sheridan will never be 
enrolled in the long list of apostates, 
who have changed with the circum- 
stances of the times* Much is ho- 
ped, but much also is feared on this 
subject, more especially when we 
consider the cunitagton of the pis- 
sent times so unfavourable to the dis- 
play of the truly heroic virtues of 
a disinterested consistency. The Sid- 
mouth party are said to be ready to 
join the present banners, but their 
feebleness will be but a poor com- 
pensation for the defection of the 
Marquis of Wellesley, and his sa- 
tellites. In short the present patch- 
ed up administration do not promise 
much stability, nor does the return of 
Lord Cast icreugh to power, add cither 
strength or honour to them. The Ca- 
tholic question next month will put 
their strength to the test, for we can- 
not give credit to the vaunt of Per- 
ceval, that the British nation, the 
more the subject is considered, will 
be found more hostile to the requests 
of the Catholics : claims which ap- 
peal- to be equally founded in jus- 
tice and sound policy. It is a libel 
on the nation. The government may 
manifest hostility, but the people we 
trust will be found firmly on the 
other side. Let us not think so un- 
favourably of the justice and wis- 
dom of our British neighbours, as 

* The reception of Sheridan at the meet- 
ing of St. Patrick's day, discovers the sus- 
picion, with which his panegyric of the 
Prince was received. Lords Moira and Ers- 
kine spoke and voted against ministers on 
Lord Borringdon's motion on the Regent's 
letter relating to Lords Grey and Grenville. 
The Earl of Moira had previously deter- 
mined not to vote, until he was driven to this 
act of decision and honesty, by the intem- 
perate language Of the ministerial Lords 
«o the Catholic question. 



1812.3 



Monthly Retrospect of Politics. 



923 



to harbour an opinion of their op» 
position. If we judge of the whole 
from the literary class, we may hail 
the accession of a large increase 
of liberality within the last few 
years, and it may be allowed to 
hope, that other classes of so- 
ciety are also making a correspon- 
dent progress. In Ireland, the pub- 
lic miud is much changed. The pe- 
tition of the Protes' ants affords, un- 
equivocal symptoms of change. Ma- 
ny sign the petition now with alacri- 
ty, who a few yeats ago would have 
been hostile to the measure : and even 
some who ten vears ago would have 
asserted, that signing such a petition 
was a mark of disloyalty, now qua- 
lify their refusal by saying, that 
though they decline to sign, they 
wish the Catholics to be satisfied. 

Although the filling up the cabi- 
net offices of the state goes on slow- 
ly, and it is evident, from the de- 
lay, that many important difficul- 
ties have occurred, yet the recruit- 
ing service, for the household and 
bed-chamber establishments, has suc- 
ovded, and men disqualified by 
their want of talents for any supe- 
rior stations, have succeeded in their 
grovelling low-souled ambition, and 
been enrolled to their own satisfac- 
tion, although exposed justly 
to the derision of the discerning, 
in stations which however degrading 
to the possessors, give them never- 
theless an influence in the state, des- 
tructive to the best interests of a. free 
people, for among the instruments of 
corruption, none are found more igno- 
bly servile than the Household troops. 

To preserve some appearance of 
consistency, offers were made to - 
permit persons pledged in support of 
Catholic emancipation to exercise a 
liberty to vote as they pleased on 
this one subject, while they, kept ua- 
der the banners of the present admi- 
nistration in every other. This- salvo 
for a conveniently accomodating con- 
science, oit-its.firs't promulgation- w*s 



considered as a liberal allowance on 
the part of the Regent, although: it 
is easy to see of bow little avail such 
a concession would be, and how by 
a juggle of a similar kind, Pitt a- 
mused the people by appearing to 
rank as an abolitionist, while he was 
resisted by his friends with, an ami*, 
cable semblance or mockery off op- 
position, and that it was onjy by 
honest unequivocal decision that 
Fox succeeded as minister in con. 
junction with Lord Grenville in abo- 
lishing the slave-trade. If the apo- 
logetic compromise for trimmers on 
the Catholic question had succeeded, 
similar would have been the result. 
The minister would have pormitted, 
his new associates to have kept, up 
the farce of being in opposition, to 
him, while he conSdently, relied on 
bis majority. Pitt could .not carry 
his question, because his friends- op- 
posed him, and Perceval would cai- 
ry his question, notwithstanding the 
opposition of a few of his new asso- 
ciates; but he soon took care, in a 
speech in the house, to let bis 
mighty will be known, that though 
the liberty to act as stragglers on. tie 
one question was permitted to a 
few, to render apostacy less glaring, 
yet that such liberty would, not be 
permitted to his more regular and 
veteran troops, who must keep stea- 
dily in their ranks on this and every 
other occasion. 

The riots in Nottingham, and the 
adjacents counties, still continue, 
and a similar disposition spreads, in 
other and distant quarters. Scot- 
land shows symptoms of similar disr 
content, hut from the superior edu- 
cation of the- Scotch, their plans are 
more systematic, and less outrageous. 
If to badness of trade, dearness. and 
scarcity of provisions be added, the 
discontents, of the people will be far- 
ther aggravated. The people feel 
the severe pressure of the times, but 
uninstructed to trace matters of 'griev- 
ance to their source, they gensxaUy 
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err in the application of popular 
and tumultuary remedies. Under 
a mistaken apprehension, they com- 
plain of the extension of machinery, 
a thing useful in itself, and seek a 
false remedy in rioting, and thus 
still more diminish the means al- 
ready too scanty for their support ; 
for idling and rioting will only ag- 
gravate their distress. On the other 
hand, legislators equally err, by 
giving them severe acts of Parlia- 
ment instead of an jexamination into 
their grievances. The manufacturers 
ask for employment and hread, and 
Secretary Ryder, like the vender of a 
violentquack medicine, brings in a bill 
cruelly to inflict the penalty of death. 
Already it is difficult to procure 
Convictions, from an unwilling- 
ness on the part of the people to give 
evidence, and the difficulty is 
increased by raising the penalty so 
high, as to shock the feelings and 
common sense of mankind. Thus 
both sides are greatly in error. Nei- 
ther dispassionately examines into 
the causes. The War is the griev- 
ance, and the manner -of conduct- 
ing it through hostile orders in coun- 
cil adds to the mischief. While 
passing a vindictive statute, Parlia- 
liientrefuses to examineinto these per- 
nicious orders, or that system of licen- 
sing so closely connected with the 
orders, which while it greatly ex- 
tends the patronage and emoluments 
of the executive government, gives 
in many instances couutenance to 
the frauds of simulated ship-papers, 
which are so disgraceful to trade, 
»nd which bid fair to sap the honesty 
of merchants, whose necessities, but 
not whose wills, at times consent to 
send out false clearances, false affi- 
davits., and entirely false documents, 
to cover property in those pretended 
neutrals, which the Privy-council 
sanction by their licences. To show 
how widely the system of patronage 
is extended over the commercial in- 
terests, it is only necessary to no- 



tice, that for one licence granted 
through mistake, Sir Thomas Baring 
declared, as a merchant, he would 
give £} 5,000 to possess it, and that 
the number of licences granted in 
one year were frequently from 1 600 
to 1800. By such a system, the com- 
mercial interest is laid prostrate at 
the feet of a minister. With such ef-. 
ficacious means in the power of the 
Privy-cooncil, acting as a hoard of 
trade, it is not to be wondered at, 
that by having their hopes and fears 
wrought upon, the great body of the 
mercantile interest are brought into 
a state of subserviency to those ex- 
ercising the powers of patronage. 
From considerations of this kind 
operating so extensively, we cannot 
be surprized at the apathy and tame 
servility, which, contrary to ancient 
custom, now degrades the great ca- 
pitalists, and the higher order of 
merchants, who are peculiarly liable 
to the influence of such noxious in- 
fluence. 

Bonaparte looks on with appro- 
bation on this system. He also de- 
lights in commercial hostility, aud 
his hostile decrees receive power and 
force by the British Orders, backed 
by the British navy, withwut whose 
aid, to enforce our orders, his decrees 
would be of no effect. He boasts, 
that " he will have no traders, but 
all peasants or soldiers.'' To de- 
stroy the strength of Britain, which 
he supposes consists in their great 
trade, he is ready to* sacrifice the 
commerce of France, and Britain 
aids him in his plan, and to strike at 
the trade of her rival, and to prevent 
some profit accruing to the Ameri- 
cans as neutral carriers, is content 
by these hostile orders to sacrifice 
her own trade, risque her internal 
safety and quiet, from the discon- 
tents of her manufacturers, and tu 
precipitate herself into a war with 
America, of which we may proba- 
bly soon see the commencement, 
but on the termination or issue of 
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which it is impossible to calculate. 
Such infatuated policy characterizes 
the present statesmen at the helm. 
Civilians form orders, Generals dis- 
cipline and lead out armies, but 
by neither means are the powers of 
France abated ; yet the fondness 
for war, even unsuccessful as it has 
been, remains, and the mania for 
the prosecution of it extends too 
generally, and we may add, fatally, 
through all ranks, from the Prince 
to the lowest politician, with how- 
ever some, and we hope increasing 
exceptions: but still the cry for war, 
we fear, is predominant. 

The inhabitants of Bolton, in Lan- 
cashire, have ventured to break si- 
lence, in the too listless calm, and 
at a public meeting have proclaimed 
the distress of the manufacturers, 
and their anxious desire for the resto- 
ration of peace, and for a reform in 
Parliament. 

Many towns have met to petition 
in favour of laying open the mono- 
poly of the trade to the East Indies, 
on the expiration of the Company's 
charter. As a specimen of the rea- 
soning to set forth the claims to an 
opeu trade, the resolutions of the' in- 
habitants of Bristol, Glasgow and Li- 
verpool, are published among the Do-, 
cuments. In addition to the evils of 
monopoly in a commercial point of 
view, arising from the exclusive trade 
of the company , we must take into ac- 
count the system of influence embo- 
died in the various offices of directors, 
governors, &c. an influence always 
at hand to support a minister if he 
please them, and exerting a baneful 
influence on the public councils. If 
the trade were thrown open, this e- 
vil influence of corrupt patronage will 
be got rid of, and will of itself, inde- 
pendent of commercial advantages, 
be an important acquisition to the true 
interests and welfare of the country. 

By the resolutions of the inhabitants 
of Bristol, to be found among the Do* 

BELFAST MAG. NO. Xt.1V. 



cuments, we find due honour is given 
to Sir Samuel Romilly. The people 
are the fountain of honour, and the 
proofs of their approbation are more 
truly ennobling, than the patents of 
kings. The thanksof a grateful people, 
for his exertions in the cause of huma- 
nity in mitigating the severity of the 
criminal code, are probably more 
consolatory to him, than the order 
of knighthood already in his posses- 
sion, or the higher titles yet in re- 
serve for him from royal favour, if 
he do not unfit himself for them, by 
a virtuous perseverance in the dis- 
charge of the duties deserving well 
of his country, in the cause of bu» 
inanity and freedom. 

From Wro. Hallett's address to the 
freeholders of Berkshire, also among 
the documents, may be seen the pro- 
gress of a measure only likely to en- 
sure freedom of election, by return- 
ing members to Parliament free of ex- 
pense. If the people will not thus 
do their own part, their complaints 
ofthe corruptions of government will 
be only hypocritical cant, for it is ea- 
sier to complain of others, and affect- 
edly wbineabout the errors of men in 
power, than to reform ourselves, and 
do our share of the duty incumbent 
onus. Let the electors, as well as 
the elected, be reformed. In the 
County of Down, a candidate has 
started on the independent interest 
for the first opportunity, in the place 
of Francis Savage, who appears to 
retire justly dissatisfied at the ar- 
rangement between the mighty- 
Lords, who assume to domineer ei- 
ther jointly or separately over the 
people of that county, and to facili- 
tate this arrangement, his interest is 
sacrificed. The interests of the peo- 
ple are little concerned, whether a 
Hill or a Stewart be tbe nominee of 
the aristocracy. The electors should 
chuse wisely, and elect only a man 
of real independence, and return 
him free of expense on independent 
principles. But caution is necessary 
& e 
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in a good cause, which the return of 
an independent member undoubted- 
ly is, that the cause is not injured by 
injudicious means, or injudicious in- 
struments, by which it is attempted 
to be accomplished. 

An advertisement lately appeared in 
the Belfast Newspapers, stating the 
gate of an estate in the county or'Der- 
ry, on which there were upivards of fif- 
ty registered free-holders. This notifica- 
tion is a strong illustration of the sys- 
tem by which the representation of 
counties, as well as boroughs, is 
bought and sold. We may'suppose 
ourselves transported in imagination 
to the continent, and instead of Irish 
registered machines, forced to obey 
a landlord's mandates, and branded as 
Jive-cattle to increase the value of 
the land, we may compare them to 
Polish Serfs, or Russian boors. They 
all seem to be members of one de- 
graded family, and differ more in 
name, than in reality. Many bear 
tamely to hear of the degradation of 
their countrymen, because they are 
accustomed to such doings, but with 
all the cant of sentimentality, ex- 
press indignation at the state of sla- 
very of the Russian or the Pole. 

A revolution in Sicily brought 
about under British influence, has, 
it is said, caused the old King to re- 
sign, the Queen to retire to some 
place of confinement, and the Prince 
their son to be placed apparently at 
the helm. With the scanty informa- 
tion yet vouchsafed to be communi- 
cated by our government, it is im- 
possible to form an accurate judg- 
ment ofthis revolution. One thing is 
certain, that our government can en- 
courage resolutions, when they think 
revolutions suit their interest. After 
all their declamations against Bona- 
parte, and the French in Spain, men 
unaccustomed to scrutinize the dis- 
honest pretexts of statesmen, who in 
the eagerness to procure an end, 
disregard the means, would scarce- 
ly have, expected, that aid would be 



given by Britain to dethrone ano- 
ther branch of the house of Bourbon, 
after the abuse heaped on Bonaparte 
for his conduct towards Charles 
IVth and Ferdinand Vllth of Spain. 
It may be said, that the Sicilian 
King and Queen from their profligacy 
were unworthy to reign. Granted: 
but the conduct of the Spanish Prin- 
ces will not admit of a comparison 
more to -their advantage. 

A sixth coalition against France is 
rumoured to be forming in the 
North of Europe. If Prussia is dis- 
posed to join, the remains of that 
power seem likely to be overwhelmed 
by the rapid movements of the 
French, before the others are ready, 
Denmark stands aloof from the 
junction. If she have cause to dis- 
like French domineering, she holds 
in indelible recollection, the conduct 
of the British at Copenhagen. The 
powers of Russia are feeble for Eu- 
ropean warfare, and the war with 
the Turks appears to afford full em- 
ployment for her hordes of savages, 
who are more fitly matched against 
the equally uncivilized Turks, than 
against the better diciplined armies 
of France. 

Sweden may probably jointhe coali- 
tion, as provocation has been received 
from FratVce, who, according to the 
modern law and practice of nations, 
practices common to- both bellige- 
rents, the stronger preying on the 
weakerwith a total disregard of jus- 
tice, has seized on Swedish Pb- 
merania in aid *of the plan of se- 
cluding British manufactures from 
the Continent. It remains to be 
seen whether Bernadotte is deter- 
mined to oppose his old master with 
full heart and mind - , or whether he 
assumes the semblance of opposition 
to please his expected subjects. If 
the former alternative is adopted, it 
will not be a little curious to see 
Bonaparte and Bernadotte perhaps 
opposing each other in the field. 
Unless Becnadotte in fuses new vigour 
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and presents mare formidable resis- 
tance to. his old companions in arms, 
than Bonaparte has hitherto expe- 
rienced in the coalitions formed a- 
gainst him, the termination of the 
sixth may not be expected to be 
more favourable to Britain. 

The capture of Peniscola in Spain, 
leaves little more for the French to 
achieve in the west of that country. 
The commander gave up this place, 
through what the British term trea- 
chery, but which he may probably 
call good policy. It may be taken 
as a proof of the superiority of the 
French in Spain, when a governor 
of a strong town adopts such means 
of conciliating the victors in his fa- 
vour. Portugal is still held by the 
British, but how long they will be 
able to maintain their ground against 
the united French forces remainsto be 
seen. The Earl of Wellington from 
his late despatches, appears to be 
evidently surprised and disconcert- 
ed by the unexpected near approach 
of the French on his quarters. 

Some decisive measures may be 
shortly expected on the part of Ame- 
rica. The rumours of a renewal of 
the treaty formed in 1806, but then 
rejected by both governments,appear 
to be unfounded. 

The following letter contains im- 
portant information for which our 
correspondent is entitled to our 
thanks. Such instances of bigotry 
and encroachment on the liberty of 
private opinion deserve to be held 
up to reprobation. Jf a minister of 
a congregation must be thus submis- 
sive, be certainly subscribes him- 
self slave when he enters on his of- 
fice, and surrenders all pretensioiis 
to the free exercise of his judgment. 

" Pf.kckiving that the conductors of 
the Belfast Magazine have expressed 
an interest in the success of the cause 
of Roman Catholic emancipation, 
and have testified their approbation 
of the Protestant petition on that 



Subject, I beg leave to state whaj 
occurred lately at Tandragee. Of 
the communication, the Proprietors 
may make what use they may think: 
proper; on the correctness of the 
facts they may depend. 

A meeting of the Presbytery of Ar- 
magh was convened at Clare, near 
Tandragee, to hear the complaint of 
that congregation against their mi- 
nister, Mr. Adams. 

The ministers having assembler}, 
the complaint was conveyed to the 
presbytery in writing, and was to 
the following effect :— 

That Mr. Adams, . their minister, 
on a certain day subscribed his name, 
iu the town of Tandragee, to a peti- 
tion, purporting to be a petition of 
Protestarits in favour of Roman 
Catholic emancipation, without 
their knowledge, concurrence, and 
consent ; and that he afterwards 
erased his name from the said peti- 
tion, in a similar manner as he bad 
subscribed it, they knowing nothing 
of either transactions ; and that they 
considered both acts as extremely- 
improper in the minister of a loyal 
Protestant congregation ; tending to 
give the world an unfavourable im- 
pression of them as a body, and to 
promote disunion and distraction in 
their community, &c. &c. 

There were some other things of 
minor note, not necessary to spe- 
cify, as the above gives the substance 
of the complaint. 

The Presbytery declared tttis was a 
matter with which they could not 
mterlere. Mr. Adams not having 
been charged with any act of im- 
morality, breach of faith, discipline 
or order. They would however hear 
both parties at length, in order, if 
possible, to restore a good under- 
standing between Mr. Adams and 
his people. Mr. Adams stated, tb.it 
he had signed his name to the pe- 
tition, under the impression that all 
classes and denominations of his 
majesty's subjects who wnd*d m 
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support the government, should en- 
joy equally the privileges of that 
government; but at the « same time 
vgitb the fijjedr idea, that a protec- 
tant government should continue in 
these realms. He declared him.^elf 
a decided friend of the present con- 
stitution, nor vyould he ever desire 
any boon for the Catholics that 
would injure the protestant cause. 
The people however persisted in 
thinking lie had done a very im- 
proper act, countenancing rebellion 
on the part of the people we had 
always found it difficult to keep in. 
subjection,' and that' the disposition 
shown by their minister, was quite 
contrary to their views ; and his 
Conduct in this : respect might he pro- 
ductive of very bad blood in the 
neighbourhood. 

As to the erasure of his name, 
Mr. Adaros explained, that when he 
found that bis subscribing bad given 
much offence, he erased his name 
in hopes of bringing about a reconci- 
liation. 

The Presbytery recommended 
peace and reconciliation in the warm- 
est terms ; but the people seemed 
by no means satisfied with such a 
result of the meeting." 

The sequel of this extraordinary bu- 
siness is requested from our correspon- 
dent. At page 237, will be found the 
f>etiiion,of the Protestants of Ireland, 
in favour of Catholic Emancipation, 
with a list of as many of the names, 
fot- which room could be spared. A 
further return of the lifts is ^quested. 

DOCUMENTS. 

AGGREGATE CATHOLIC MEETING. 

At 2 very numerous meeting of the Catho- 
lics of Ireland, held at the Private 
Theatre, Fishamble-street, Dublin, on 
Friday, Ac 2Sth day of February, 1812, 

The Earl ofFlKGALL in the Chair : 
An address to the Prince Regent, and a 
draft of a petition to be presented to both 
houses of Parliament, on behalf of the Ca- 
tholics of Ireland, were read and adopted. 



Resolved — That the general committee of 
the Catholics of Ireland, appointed in pur- 
suance of the resolutions of the Aggregate 
Meeting of the 9th of July last, deserve and 
possess the confidence of the Catholics of 
Ireland ; but while we are strongly impress- 
ed with the conviction that the said com- 
mittee does not come within the letter or 
the spirit of any Penal Law, yet we recom- 
mend to them not to meet or interfere as 
a committee with our petition, until the 
question lately raised on the convention act 
be decided. 

Resolved— That the most grateful thanks 
of the Catholics of Ireland are due, and. 
are hereby given to Earl Grey, and Lord 
Grenville, for their dignified and patriotic 
support of religious liberty. 

Resolved — That it be recommended to 
the individuals composing the board of, 
Irish Catholics, to exert themselves to 
have the said petition signed in the 
neighbourhood where they respectively re- 
side, so that the same be presented to par- 
liament, as soon as possible. 

Resolved, That, the individuals, composing 
said bqard, be requested to collect sub- 
scriptions, to defray the expences attendant 
on the Catholic petitions ; and use all legal 
and constitutional means to procure the 
support of their representatives in parlia- 
ment, to the prayer of that petition, and 
to transmit thi same to both houses of Par- 
liament. 

Resolved — That it is of the greatest im- 
portance to the success of our cause, and 
we do strongly recommend it to the Gentle- 
men, declared to possess the confidence of 
the counties, cities, and towns in Ireland, 
either to draw up separate petitions, or to 
adopt that of the Catholics now assembled, 
and to transmit the same, without loss of 
time, through the medium of their repre? 
sentatives in parliament, in the name and 
on behalf of their several counties, cities 
and towns. 

Resolved— That the grateful thanks of 
the meeting are due, and hereby returned 
to Lord Glentworth, the Right Hon. Mau- 
rice Fitzgerald, and the other distinguish- 
ed Protestants, who have this day honour- 
ed us with their presence. 

Fingall, Chairman. 
Edward Hay, Sec. 

The Hon. Thomas Barnxvetl, in the Chair. 
Resolved — That the sincerest and most 
cordial thanks of this meeting are due, and 
hereby given to the. E*rl of Fingall. 

Thomas Ba&kewall, Chairman. 
Edward Hay, Secretary. 



